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Why You Should Not Worry About 
The Risk of Fire, Flood, or Other 
Disaster 

At least once a week I get the following type of comment on Reddit or my YouTube channel: Yeah, 
sounds great Scott, but what about a fire or flood? 

It's a valid question. Many of history's greatest minds who used analog knowledge systems suffered the 

downside of losing their archive to fire or flood. For instance, Thomas Jefferson's personal library and 

notes were the casualty of a house fire, causing him great despair.1 The same happened to Aldous Huxley 

in his later years when a brushfire broke out at his California home. He rushed in and saved his 

manuscript of the book he was working on at the time (The Island).2 Unfortunately his personal library 

of four thousand books was engulfed by the flames. 

There's no denying that a downside of analog centers around its risk of destruction (due to fire, flood, or 

other natural disaster). But is it really enough risk to warrant opting for digital over analog? I think not. 

Here's one way to think of this: would you rather live a life possessing something extremely valuable that 

can be lost, or, would you rather possess something that is worth less without risk of loss? Note: I 

contend that digital notes are not worthless; but they are worth less in that they contain less worth than 

analog notes. The reason centers on the thought that is poured into notes written by hand. They are 

worth more. They take more time, they require more attention, and they are created at greater expense 

than digital notes. 

Like any good hero's journey, after you spend months or years building your own Antinet, you'll 

experience the moment of realizing where the value truly resides. The value of the Antinet and its analog 

notes does not reside in the cabinets in which you store your thoughts. Rather, the value resides in how 

your brain develops and changes. Working with an analog system like the Antinet transforms the way 

 1 Jon Meacham, Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power, Illustrated edition (New York, NY: Random House Trade 
Paperbacks, 2013).

 2 Dana Sawyer, Aldous Huxley: A Biography (Trillium Press, 2015), 182.
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that you think. In essence, the true value of the Antinet is not its physical material, it's the metaphysical 

material that it creates. The value is in what the analog system does to your mind, not the actual contents 

of the box itself. 

This mirrors that moment in the hero's journey wherein the hero has victory in his or her sights. Yet the 

hero foregoes crossing the finish line because his friend who had helped him on the journey (and who 

the hero may be in conflict with) is suddenly in trouble. In this moment, the hero realizes the physical 

prize is worth less than the fulfillment and love of relationships and connection with others (i.e., the 

metaphysical prize). In other words, the hero chooses fulfillment over achievement. With this realization, 

the hero comes to understand that life isn't about struggling for the external physical item signifying 

achievement. Rather, life is about the fulfillment of internal metaphysical qualities (such as virtue, 

growth, challenge and self-respect). 

I realize this may sound sappy and ridiculous, especially in the context of reading a book about 

developing knowledge using notecards, but I assure you there's truth in this notion. The true value of the 

Antinet journey is not in the external physical knowledge; it's what the process of developing the 

knowledge does to your mind. If my Antinet burned down, I'd do two things: (1) I'd sit down and write 

furiously to finish the project I was in the middle of, while the knowledge was still fresh, and (2) I'd start 

a new Antinet. It's that simple. 

That's a metaphysical solution to analog's risk of destruction due to disaster. However, there's also a 

physical solution. Fireproof and waterproof cabinets exist and they're quite effective. However, they 

aren't cheap. They're in the same price range as a computer. Still, they are an option. If you live in an area 

where you greatly fear the risk of damage and destruction, you can certainly go this route. 

For myself, I have not gone this route. I have thought about looking into fireproof and waterproof 

cabinets built specifically for the Antinet's notecards; however I have not done this yet at the time of this 

writing. For me, I sleep soundly at night knowing my Antinet is stored in a safe office in a nice building. 

It's not without risk, yet it doesn't keep me up at night. 

Now, I would like to pose a counter-intuitive idea: the risk of destruction is a good thing. I think there's a 

subconscious component to my notes being analog whereby I'm more motivated to turn my notes into a 

published product. Because my notes stare me in the face (and there is a sizable amount of notes to stare 

me in the face), I'm more motivated to actually sit down at the computer and type them into my text 

editor. When my notes are converted into text, it extinguishes the risk of fire (pun intended). The risk of 
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fire or water damage actually forces me to publish my work faster, and to turn it into something useful 

more immediately. 

To wrap things up, the risk of damage and destruction of notes due to fire, flood, or other natural 

disaster is real—yet it's also not real. It's real in that it can physically happen; yet it's not real in that it 

cannot physically happen unless your mind is destroyed by the fire, flood, or other disaster–and that's a 

different problem altogether! That's a problem digital systems cannot account for either. 


